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I asked how, with all this diversity all over the place, does the Mindpirates name stay consistent
and cohesive? Is that even important? Pauline said ‘I think yes. We do it more and more… It’s
about how the internal vibe between all of us works. Of course you think about your audience but
first it’s about whether it’s challenging for us to work on it.’

Again with this troublesome diversity, how do you give such different contributors a voice? Do
they get a voice? Pauline says they try. She goes on to say something important [so listen up all
you arts collectivists] ‘somehow the key element is really to figure out what are people good at and
let them develop that.’ She also said that Mindpirates has changed over the years as people have
joined and brought their skills and ambitions.
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Fracture, exhibition with Paradise Row and Gabriel Rolt, 2012, Photo: Mindpirates Berlin

And what’s the secret… How do you avoid being starving artists? Pauline explains that
Mindpirates doesn’t receive any funding, although they plan to apply in the future. Rather it is self
sustaining through paid work, which they access through their network [we keep telling you
networking is important]. In particular through their connection with Atelier Ralph Schmerberg.
Pauline explains that Ralph Schmerberg is one of the founders of Mindpirates; ‘Sometimes he’s in
the role as a Mindpirate and of course he’s Ralph Schmerberg himself. It offers a lot of
possibilities in terms of commercial work.’ However, they only take on work that is interesting,
Pauline, reiterated the need for projects to be challenging on an aesthetical or artistic level.

Mindpirates is probably most well known for it’s interesting venues. However, it’s more  than that,
as my talk with Paulin reveals. For that matter it’s more any one of it’s facits. Rather it is as
diverse and complex as the personalities, skills, and ambitions  of those who make it up and drive
it’s direction. Interestingly it spans the divide between an arts collective and a production
company, which  provides many interesting opportunities for the artistically minded. Those
interested in finding out more, or  feeling inspired to get involved, should join us for brunch on
Saturday.
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